THE  TRANSLATORS

romance Diana Enamorada written in Spanish by the Portu-
guese Jorge Montemayor and the Spaniards Alonzo Perez
and Gaspar Gil Polo.

Translations from the French

There was an old tradition of tr. from French into English
going back to the Middle Ages period. The trs. of John Bour-
chier. Lord Berners made in the reign of Henry VIII belong
rather to the medieval than to the Renaissance type of tr.,
but they had a very great influence during the whole of the
Tudor period. Berners probably began by translating a
French romance The hystory of Arthur of lyttel Brytayne
(earliest extant ed, about 1560^ later ed. 1589, rptd. 1812).
His great work of tr. was however his version of The Chronicles
of Froissart (1523-5). This has been rptd. in 1812; in the
Globe Series with an introd. by G. C. Macaulay; and
in a sumptuous form by the Shakespeare Head Press (1927).
His version of the romance of Huon of Bordeaux (in which
Oberon makes his first appearance in English literature) was
printed in 1534 and again in 1570 and 1601. The first ed.
was rptd. by the E.E.T.S. in 1883-5 with an introd. by Sir
S. Lee Berners also tr. two Spanish works, probably both
from French versions. They are The Castell of Love by Don de
San Pedro and The Golden Boke of Marcus Aurelius from a
French version of the Libro Aureo of Antonio Guevana, later
englished by Sir T. North (see p. 182). There is a selection
from Berners Js Works ed. with an introd. by V. de S. Pinto

(1937)-

Among Elizabethan trs. from French prose special men-
tion may be made of Thomas Danett's version of The Historic
of Philip de Commines (1596) rptd. in The Tudor Translations
first series, with an introd. by Charles Whibley in 1897 anc^-
John Florio's classic version of Montaigne's Essayes (1603,
rptd. 1613 and 1632). There are many modern rpts. of
Florio's Montaigne. They were ed. by George Saintsbury for
the first series of The Tudor Translations and are available in
T.C., W.G. and Ev. Lib. Florio also tr. from an Italian ver-
sion Jacques Carrier's narrative of his Two Navigations (1580).
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